THE DATA CENTER GUIDE TO
SECURE DATA DESTRUCTION

Why every modern facility must plan for end-of-life electronics from the start

www.hammermills.com | info@hammermills.com | 1-800-447-4634
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Introduction: Data Centers and the Data Destruction Imperative

Global data demand is exploding. Al, cloud computing,
streaming, and enterprise storage are driving the

rapid construction of new data centers worldwide.

But with every rack of servers and storage arrays
comes an unavoidable reality: what happens when the
equipment reaches the end of its life?

Data destruction is not optional. Every drive, chip, and
board once held information that could be devastating
in the wrong hands. Planning for secure destruction
from the outset of a data center build is as important
as power redundancy, cooling, or network security.
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The Growing Challenge of End-of-Life Electronics

* Volume: The average enterprise data center replaces hardware every
3-5 years. That means thousands of drives and components reaching
end-of-life annually.

 Data Risk: Even decommissioned equipment can contain recoverable
sensitive data. Improper handling leads to costly breaches and
compliance failures.

« E-Scrap Crisis: Globally, more than 60 million metric tons of
electronic waste are generated each year, and only about 20% is
properly recycled.

Without a destruction strategy, data centers face a dual problem:
security risks and mounting waste.
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Why Secure Destruction Must Be Built In

Designing secure destruction into your facility plan ensures:

e Data Security: Complete and irreversible destruction of drives and
storage media.

» Compliance: Meet NAID/NIST, GDPR, HIPAA, PCI DSS, and other
regional or industry regulations.

e Sustainability & ESG Reporting: Reclaim metals, plastics, and rare
earths while meeting corporate sustainability targets.

e Operational Efficiency: Reduce disposal costs and streamline
hardware turnover.

Data security cannot be an afterthought, it must be engineered into the
lifecycle of every data center.
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The Role of Size Reduction in Total Data Security

Effective destruction goes beyond shredding. To guarantee that data is
irretrievable, electronic components must be reduced to fine particles
that prevent any possibility of reconstruction.

Why Size Reduction Matters:
e Sub-2mm grind ensures unrecoverable data
« Liberates metals and plastics for easy separation and recycling

« Optimizes downstream material recovery and compliance reporting

This is where Schutte Hammermill equipment excels—bringing precision,
throughput, and security together in one process.




Schutte Hammermill Solutions for Data Centers

With nearly a century of expertise in size reduction, Schutte Hammermill
provides trusted solutions for e-scrap and data destruction. Our
equipment is engineered to meet the security and operational needs of
modern data centers.
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DataKiller Pro™ — RAS Series Dual-Stage WA Series Hammer
One-Pass Data and Hammer Mills Mills
Electronics Destroyer  |qeq for ultra-fine Rugged, heavy-duty
Integrated dual-shaft processing of bulk solution for abrasive
rip shredder + dual- electronic components server and circuit
stage hammer mill board materials

Compact footprint fits
Sub-2mm particle size  into almost any facility Reliable, continuous
in a single pass operation even in

Increases throughput . .
o demanding conditions
Processes HDDs at a and recovery efficiency

rate of 1 per second

Handles SSDs,
circuit boards,
semiconductors, and
more

Ensures complete
data security while
preparing materials for
recycling
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Designing Destruction Into Facility Plans

Smart data center operators are now planning for destruction during the
design phase of construction or expansion.

Key Considerations:

¢ Integration: Compact designs make it easy to fit secure destruction
into facility layouts.

e Scalability: Systems can be configured to match projected
equipment turnover.

o Automation: Track, log, and certify destruction for compliance audits.

« Customization: Configure machines for specific infeed materials and
types, as well as throughput goals.

By building destruction into your plan, you ensure both security and
operational efficiency from day one.

Security by Design

Every data center must eventually face the reality of retiring equipment.
The question is whether that process is secure, efficient, and compliant,
or a vulnerability waiting to happen.

With Schutte Hammermill, you don’t just destroy data, you transform it
into a resource. Secure destruction ensures:

« Peace of mind

« Regulatory compliance

« Valuable material recovery

Data destruction is not just about protecting the past, it’s about building
a more secure, sustainable future.
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Contact Schutte Hammermill
Discover how to integrate
secure data destruction into
your facility today.

www.hammermills.com
iInfo@hammermills.com
1-800-447-4634



